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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.


	2010_CoolestSchools_Cover2
	cool_schools_final

	Text1: Winthrop University
	Text2: Judy Longshaw, News and Media Services Manager
	Text3: 803/323-2404 
	Text4: longshawj@winthrop.edu
	Text5: Rock Hill, SC  29733
	Text6: 6,241 undergraduate and graduate 
	Text7: JHL
	Text8: 3/28/10
	Text9: 44
	Text10:  7
	Text11: 47
	Text12: 
	Text13: 
	Text14:     2
	Text15: 
	Text16: 
	Text17: 
	Text18: 
	Text19: 
	Text20: 
	Text21:  70
	Text22:  25
	Text23: 
	Text24: 
	Text25:     5
	Text26: 
	Text27:        2
	Text28:             One of Winthrop's 60 buildings has a silver LEED certification, the Lois Rhame West Health, Physical Education, and Wellness Center. Its green features can be found at: http://www.winthrop.edu/westcenter/default.aspx?id=3205&ekmensel=4c5b081c_364_383_3205_2Energy conservation lessons learned from that building were used in construction of three newer buildings.
	Text29:        0
	Text30: 
	Text31:      95
	Text32: 
	Text33:      15
	Text34: Energy Star microfrigerators are replacing older models in all residence halls.
	Text35: Yes, the programs include:* Phased replacements of all windows on campus, which is nearly completed.* Incremental repair of steam lines.* Replacement of chilled water valves in older buildings away from three-way valves.* New HVAC augmentation in the administration building, built in 1894.
	Text36:      50
	Text37: of vegetables
	Text38:      10
	Text39: 
	Text40:            Yes - ARAMARK follows the guidelines.
	Text41:      75
	Text42: of entrees include meat, which is not free-range or grass-fed.
	Text43:             Yes
	Text44:             Yes
	Text45: * Five greenhouses grow nursery plants for events. * Used coffee grounds distributed for compost. * Two gardens designated for herbs for cafeteria. * Used cooking oil donated for biodiesel production* Food waste and clippings are placed in an Earth Tub for compost.   
	Text46: Yes, B.S. in Environmental Sciences and B.A. in Environmental Studies
	Text47: A special topics course, Climate Change and Energy, is offered.
	Text48: Yes at  http://www2.winthrop.edu/envstudies/program%20web%20page/course_rotations.htm
	Text49: In 2009, Scott Werts, an assistant professor in chemistry, geology and physics, collaborated with then-senior environmental sciences major John Yankech on a pioneer project to examine the more than 21,000-year-old core of peat, or partially decayed vegetation matter, extracted from Congaree National Park swamps, and used it for radiocarbon dating. More recently, Werts has worked with environmental sciences majors Yuliana Arenas and Adam Balint to establish a method of taking forest fire temperatures using tiny fungal spores in the soil – a project that will have implications for both ecological and archeological studies in the future.
	Text50: No
	Text51: No, but one course required of all students has an environmental component.
	Text52:     33
	Text53: 
	Text54: No, but the state of South Carolina encourages its public agencies and universities such as Winthrop to  purchase recycled products. A policy is expected in the near future.
	Text55:       75
	Text56: Yes
	Text57: No
	Text58: No
	Text59: No
	Text60: Yes, but it is limited Bus transportation is provided from the main campus a mile away to Winthrop Coliseum for athletic events.
	Text61: We have doubled the number of bike racks to 61. There also is a Bike Club.
	Text62: There is no public transportation in our area. We offer a listserv for those wanting to carpool.
	Text63:      70
	Text64: 
	Text65:      85
	Text66: 
	Text67:     20
	Text68: 
	Text69: No, but all buildings contain recycling centers.
	Text70: Sometimes
	Text71: Yes, the university composts, but only from the largest dining facility. We also own a wood chipperand create mulch.
	Text72: Winthrop has a very active recycling program which has won first place in the state twice. Several grants also have been awarded to purchase a wood chipper, can compactor, Earth Tub, rolling bins and a 1-ton flatbed with hydraulic gate. Leaves from the campus are used for compost.
	Text73: Yes and Yes
	Text74: Winthrop' commitment to conservation can be found in the 2009-10 Vision of Distinction under strategy #8(To build upon its statewide recognitions in energy management and recycling, Winthrop will explore broadening the work of the Sustainability Committee to: Continue encouraging the campus community to utilize various environmentally friendly practices that reduce energy consumption and conserve resources, implement recommendations from the recent tree survey working group, and investigate environmentally friendly university transportation alternatives (including potential external support funding for such options) and develop a campus-wide purchasing initiative based on environmentally preferred products.    The document can be found at:http://www.winthrop.edu/president/default.aspx?id=1366&ekmensel=10142f98_296_588_1366_5
	Text75: There is a Sustainability Committee, but not a dedicated person. Winthrop plans to hire a sustainability coordinator once the budget allows.
	Text76: No, however the state has mandated 20 percent reduction by 2020 from 2000 levels. Winthrop is on track to meet those goals. 
	Text77: No, but Winthrop has completed recent Title V permitting inventories of all fossil-fuel combustion resources (water heaters, gas burners, boilers, etc.)
	Text78: Yes, reductions have occurred through energy savings but an amount has not been documented. 
	Text79:   No. Most information about the Winthrop Foundation (policies, members, minutes, etc.) can be found   at http://www.wufoundation.com/default.htm
	Text80:   No.
	Text81: No, Winthrop Foundation members keep an eye on its investments to be environmentally responsible but it isn't a driving force.
	Text82: Lorena Hildebrandt is involved with the Southern Energy Network, a youth-led movement to empower communities and develop leaders as a way to promote clean, sustainable energy for the future. Now a junior at Winthrop, Hildebrandt recently represented South Carolina at the White House during a December meeting with the president's environmental team about changes to global climate policy and building a clean energy economy. She heard speeches from top cabinet officials, including the secretaries of labor, interior and energy. http://www2.winthrop.edu/enews/Articles/Vol7/Issue5/hildebrandt.asp
	Text83: Winthrop has participated for the past five years in Recyclemania (http://www.recyclemaniacs.org/overview.htm) and has increased its efforts in recycling but hasn't won.
	Text84: Yes, Winthrop and the local school district established the Piedmont Wetlands on university property in 2004. It is used as an outdoor classroom for students of all ages.More information can be found at:http://www.winthrop.edu/virtualtour/farmtour.aspx?id=5158
	Text85: Yes, Winthrop uses green cleaning chemicals in all of its buildings. The chemicals are Green Seal certified.
	Text86: * Biology professor Bill Rogers offers bird watching, animal behavior as well as research in Peru. (http://www2.winthrop.edu/biology/facultycourses/rogers/wrbio.htm)* Biology professor Janice Chism offers behavioral ecology and reproductive biology courses(http://www2.winthrop.edu/biology/facultycourses/chism/jcbio.htm)* Biology professor Paula Mitchell offers insect classes (http://www2.winthrop.edu/biology/facultycourses/mitchell/pmbio.htm)* Biology professor Peter Phillips takes students to Costa Rica to study water quality
	Text87: * Instituted a campus no-idling policy for vehicles.* Set back temperatures in buildings and reduced occupied hours.* Created an energy plan to achieve 5 percent reduction over five years.* Wrote an energy policy.
	Text88: Other highlights:* Alternative spring break trip offered past two years to Mammoth Cave in Kentucky to improve trails and remove invasive species.* Winthrop was honored with a Green Award for the West Centerhttp://www.winthrop.edu/westcenter/default.aspx?id=3209* Winthrop is a signatory of the Talloires Declaration and an affiliate member of the SC Sustainable University Initiative.  In addition we are university affiliates of the National Council for Science and the Environment (NCSE), the Carolinas Recycling Association (CRA), and the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE). http://www2.winthrop.edu/sustainability/* Annually recognized as one of the most energy-efficient campuses with residence halls in the state, Winthrop's physical plant offers a continuing challenge because it contains more turn-of-the-century buildings than any campus in South Carolina. In the past 15 years, the university has undergone three successful Energy Performance Contracts. The last contract was completed in 2006 and included converting all lighting on campus to T8 fluorescents and CFL’s replaced all incandescent lights. The university also recently installed a new Tridium EMS system to coordinate and control its campus buildings and mechanical systems to maximize the use of heating and cooling energy. This system is Web accessible and global in its reach. * Dining Services offers 200 plastic to-go containers for students to carry food to residence halls and to return instead of paper.* Students can live on an environmental-themed hall in the residence halls which have special activities geared to environmental studies.* Chris Hodgdon, materials services manager who just retired, received the 2009 S.C. College and University Recycling Professional of the Year during the recent annual recycling awards program sponsored by the S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control. *A mile from the main campus is the university’s 325-acre recreational and research area. The recreational and research area also contains a greenhouse operation; a planting area for the Schweinitz Sunflower Recovery Program which is an endangered species; and several acres in various stages to  show biology students plant growth patterns.


